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the housing of weanling mice in groups of 40 per cage and sometimes
affected all mice in a cage. Lesions varied from small red foci to encrusted
excoriations up to 3 mm in diameter on the tail skin Some tails became
swollen, and the part distal to some lesions sloughed As healing occurred,
the lesions became small white scars readily visible on the tails of pigmented
C3H mice. Koopman et al (1984) have confirmed these observations for
C3H/He mice

A similar, if not identical, condition has been seen in weanling mice of
the BALB/c strain (Cox et al., 1977). In addition to lesions on tails, these
mice also had the lesions on their feet and ears. Using histologic methods,
these investigators demonstrated that the dermis beneath the lesions regularly
contained fragments of keratimzed epithelium from the skin surface,
suggesting that the skin lesions were bite wounds inflicted by cage mates.
A major difference between C3H/He and BALB/c mice with this condition
is that healing results in small but prominent white foci of scarring on the
tails of pigmented C3H/He mice but leaves almost imperceptible scars on
the tails of albino BALB/c mice.

The cause of this condition is unknown Les (1972) and Koopman et al.
(1984) have suggested that "social stress" plays a role. However, the cause
may simply be hunger resulting from the sudden separation of weanlings
from their dams, the simultaneous crowding of weanlings into large groups
where access to food and water is limited, and/or poor palatabllity of food
(e g, due to hardness of the pelleted diet) Control is accomplished by
housing smaller numbers of weanlings per cage (i e , avoiding crowding).
The major importance of the condition is that it be recognized as a distinct
entity that can be readily differentiated from mousepox by clinical and
pathological features

"Whisker-Trimming," "Hair-Nibbling," and "Barbering"

These are descriptive terms that have been applied to an assortment of
patterns of alopecia associated with social behavior in mice. C57BL/6,
C57BL/10, C3H, and SW mice have been the most studied, and heredity is
thought to play a role. The dominant cage mate chews off the whiskers or
hair of other cage mates giving the affected area a smoothly shaved
appearance. The sites affected most are the whiskers and hair of the face,
head, neck, and back. Usually, hair chewing occurs without injury to the
underlying skin, although chronic hair chewing can result in thickening and
increased pigmentation of the epidermis or even formation of foreign body
granulomas in the dermis If such chronically chewed mice are separated
from the more dominant mouse, the regrowth of hair may be sparse and
unpigmented, often with residual partial alopecia (Hauschka, 1952; Long,
1972; Thornburg et al, 1973).